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Dear Mark,

RE : BENEDICT SAND & GRAVEL 146 NEWBRIDGE ROAD, MOOREBANK
ABORIGINAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT "

in. September 2004 we undertook en Aboriginal archaeological assessment of Lot 1 in DP
515738 Newbridge Road Moorebank. The land is owned by Meron Investments Pty Limiigd
and comprises approximately 15ha [See Figure 1} The site is bound in the east by e Flower
Power nursery and retail outlet and the Georges River, in the west end south by Boral
Brickworks end in the north by Newbridgé Roed. The s:te is currently used by Benedict Sand

Gravel for sand extraction, inert landfill and recycling.
Site Condition

' The site is located within- the Berkshire Park Soil Landscape [Bannemen and MHaizelton 1990}
comprising gently undulating rises on Tertiary clayey querizose sand and clay terraces.
Reference to the Penrith Geological 1:100,000 sheet indicates these deposits are located in
the northern portion of the site. Queternary alluviums, compriging medium grained sand, sitt
end clay, form the flank the Georges River in the east of the site. The bulk of mese afimqums
including fopsoils have been rerrioved by sand extraction.

The northemn portion of the site has been filled to between 6 and 8m end coniains e bitumen
access road, weighbridge and Site Office [see Figures 2 and 3]. Topsoit hed been removed,
by the previous owner for sele, in the mid 1970s.

An open cut drain-was constructed along the western site boundary in 1994 [see Figure 4]

The southemn portion of the site has been sand mined by dredge to depths of 15m and
currently contains three setfiing ponds covering the majority of the southem lends.

The site is lergely cleered of vegetation. Older trees remein aiéng the immediate shore line of
the River along south eestern boundary [see Figura 5] Portions of the riverbank ere flood
scoured end retained by rubblé and earth fill.
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Archeeological Background

No previous Aboriginal archaeoclogical survey has been conducted over the Lot {Refer
Dapartment of Environment and Conservation Register of Aboriginal Sites end Catalogue of
Archaeologicel Reports]. Nearest Known sites were identified 1.5km to the south neer the
confiuence of Wiliams Creek and the Georges River. These sites were open artefact scatters
which have subsequenty been destroyed under a DEC Permit. .

Previous erchaeological investigations in the generel area have focused on lands proposed
fof housing development, in particular the suburbs of Wettle Grove, Holsworthy Village and
Vovager Point, or tha redeveiopment of Department of Defence lends to the south. The
discovery of the majority of sites hes been the result of systamatic archaeological site survey
cerried out prior to subdivision and the development Archaeological surveys have been
conducted in ereas situeted immediately to the south west and south of the present study
area (for example -Hagiund 1995; Boot 1980, 1882, 1984; Dallas 1998a, 1898b 1998c;
McDonald 1996). These studies heve located e number of Aborigine! sites along the banks
and flanks of Herris Creek end Williams Creek. These largely consist of open campsites in
vamusiy disturbed contexts, along with scarred trees.

Peinted and drawn rock ert sites dominate the mcorded evidence that has been located to
date south of the Georges River. The distribution of these fypes of sites necessarily reletes
fo the presence of suitable exposures of sandstone surfeces and overhangs.

On the basis of previous archeeological survey in the general area end the lendform
contained within the study eree, the types of sites which might be expecied to ocour on the
study aree in undisturbed erees would include open camp sites end scerred trees.

Survey Results

The survey was conducted in consultation with the Gandangara lLocal Aborginal Land
Council [GLALC]L Mr Jamie Thomas, the Land Council Sites Officer assisted in the survey
and has been commissioned o prepare a report on the GLALC'c interest in the land {sea
Attachment1]. =~ . ’

Mr Emest Dupre, of Benedict Sand and Gravel, essisted in identification of site bounderies,
information on land use history and aenel pbotography.

The survey covered the entire Lot and cbncentrated on ereas subject to leest pnror
disturbance. The survey noted that over 90% of the Lot has been subject to past land use
disturbenca inclusive of deep sand mining, top soll removal and land fill. The westem,
southem and perts of tha eestem perimeter of the site containg built up road surfaces to gain
access to a series of setfling ponds and fill areas. Any surface Aborigingl site as may have
been located in these areas would not heve survived such activities. None of these jands
retain erchaeological pofential for buried undisturbed land surfaces or subsurface potentially
artefact bearing deposits. .

A narrow strip of Georges River foreshore [see Figure 8] marks the eastern boundary of sand
dgredging. A number of older frees ere located in this erea. None shows signs of scarring
which could be escribed an Aboriginel origin. Inspaction of the river benks elong this strip
showed flood scoured bank sections and sections of introduced stone rubble and concrete
fifl. No undistirbed sections were noted. The likelihood of Aboriginal sites surviving past flood
action end bank stebilisation works is minimal.

MARY DALLAS BAHONS) 8YD UNI*MACCA+3T WATERVEW ST BALMAIN NSW 20471 TEL {02} 8818 3287 FAX (02} 9815 4574
rndallas@iniercoast.com.ay



Conclusions and Recommendations

No Aboriginal archaeclogical sites ara located on Lot 1 in DP 515738, Newbridge Road,
Moorebank. The past land use disturbancas and major subsurface disruption on tha Lot
indicate thare is litia or no likelihood that buried deposits, not visible duning tha
archaeological survay, would retain undisturbed or significant Aboriginal sites.

ftis recqmmended that:

1. No further Aboriginal archaeological assessment is warranted or required for Lot 1 in DP
515738, .

2. Copies of this report should be forwarded to the Managér‘ Department of Environment and
Conservation, Central Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Unit:

Tha Manager,
Clo Dy Katherine Pryzwoinik

- Cantrat Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Unit
Departrnant of Environment and Conservation
P.C. Box 1967
Hurstville NSW 2220

3. A copy of this raport should be forwarded to the Gandangara Local Aboriginal Land
Council:

The Chairperscn,

Gandangara LALC

P.O. Box 1038 ‘
Livarpoot Business Cantre -

Liverpool NSW 1871 '

Yours sincarely,

Mary Dallas

Mary Dallas Consulting Archaeologists
1.10.04
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Figure 1: Lot 1 in'DP 515738
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Figure 2 : Northern portion of
sites showing weighbridge, office
and car park
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Figure 3 : View to south on
eastern side of land showing
sand stock piles and settling

pond

Figure 4.: Cut drain along
western boundary
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Figure 5 ; Filled sand
excavation areas and stock
piles along adge of Georgas
River

Figure 6: Perimeter road in
western portion of Lot, adjacent
to cut drain and settiing pond
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ATTACHMENT 1 : GANOANGARA LOCAL ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCIL
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Qur commitment is to serve the Abarigingl end Torres Stroit fslandar
peaples and the broader communily with avr axperfise in eulturgl
econamic, suciol ond spiriteal services in arder to achisve
o hetter foture for Indigencus Australions.

: [
GANDANGARA (8 = I

focal sboriginal fand counch h 1 |
‘LJ \
|

Mary Dalias

31 Waterview St

Balmain NSW 2041

Re: Aboriginal Assessment of Benedict Sand & Gravel Newbridge Rd Moorebank,

T wish to submit comment on the above mentioned survey in September 2004

As per our discussion on sites, The study area has been highly disturbed with previous
land clearing and the removal of all topseil over the smdy area. The Gandangara LALC
believe that the potential of any Cultural material present in the study area is low and
have no objections to any development over the study area.

If you wish to discuss this marter further please call Jamie on 0413737208

Thank you

w

Jamie Thomas
Sites Officer
Gundsngara LALC
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